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LISTING OF CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

1. (Cancelled). 

2. (Cvirrently Amended) A format for the optical analysis of a sample, said format 
comprising: 

a first format component having at least one first format component pin, at least 
one first format component hole, a first inlet surface, and a first read surface: and 

a second format component having at least one second format component pin, at 

least one second format component hole, a second inlet surface, and a second read 
surface, said at least one First format component pin being inserted into said at least one 
second format component hole and said at least one second format component pin being 
inserted into said at least one first format component hole such that said first read surface 
and said second read surface align to form a read area and said first inlet surface and said 
second inlet surface align to form a fill capillary gap. 

The format of claim 1 wherein said first format component comprises a first format 
component inner surface and said second format component comprises a second format 
component inner surface, said at least one first format component pin and said at least 
one second format component hole meeting at at least one first pin-hole meeting interface 
and said at least one second format component pin and said at least one first format 
component hole meeting at at least one second pin-hole meeting interface, each of said 
first and second pin-hole interfaces being joined with adhesive, with substantially no 
adhesive being provided between said first format component inner surface and said 
second format component inner surface. 

3-4. (Cancelled). 

5. (Currently Amended) A format for the optical analysis of a sample, said format 

comprising: 
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a first format component having at least one first format component pin, at least 
one First format component hole, a first inlet surface, and a first read surface: and 

a second format component having at least one second format component pin, at 
least one second format component hole, a second inlet surface, and a second read 
surface, said at least one first format component pin being inserted into said at least one 
second format component hole and said at least one second format component pin being 
inserted into said at least one first format component hole such that said first read surface 
and said second read surface align to form a read area and said first inlet surface and said 
second inlet surface align to form a fill capillary gap. 

Th e format of claim 1 wherein said first format component comprises first and second 
slots disposed on first and second side surfaces of said first format component. 



6. (Previously Presented) The format of claim 5 wherein said second format 
component comprises third and fourth slots disposed on third and fourth side surfaces of said 
second format component. 

7-11. (Cancelled). 

12. (Currently Amended) A method of forming a format for the optical analysis of a 
sample, said method comprising: 

forming a first format component comprising a first format component pin, a first 
format component hole, a first inlet surface, and a first read surface: 

forming a second format component comprising a second format component pin, 
a second format component hole a second inlet surface, and a second read surface: 

aligning said first and second format components such that said first inlet surface 
is approximately aligned with said second inlet surface to form a fill capillary gap and 
said first read surface is approximately aligned with said second read surface: 

inserting said first format component pin into said second format component hole: 

inserting said second format component pin into said first format component hole: 

and 
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The method of claim 1 1 further comprising applying adhesive to at least one of 
said first format component pin, said first format component hole, said second format 
component pin and said second format component hole. 

13. (Cancelled). 

14. (Currently Amended) A method of forming a format for the optical analysis of a 
sample, said method comprising: 

forming a first fomiat component comprising a First format component pin, a First 
format component hole, a first inlet surFace. and a first read surFace; 

forming a second format component comprising a second format component pin, 
a second format component hole a second inlet surface, and a second read surface: 

aligning said first and second format components such that said first inlet surface 
is approximately aligned with said second inlet surface to form a fill capillary gap and 
said first read surface is approximately aligned with said second read surface: 

inserting said first format component pin into said second format component hole: 

and 

inserting said second format component pin into said first format component hole. 
Tho method of claim 1 1 wherein at least one of forming said first format component and 
forming said second format component comprises molding slots into said at least one 
component and molding the format component between first and second ribbons. 

15. (Currently Amended) A method of forming a format for the optical analysis of a 
sample, said method comprising: 

forming a first format component comprising a first format component pin, a first 
format component hole, a first inlet surFace, and a first read surFace: 

Forming a second Format component comprising a second Format component pin, 
a second Format component hole a second inlet surFace. and a second read surFace: 

aligning said first and second Format components such that said first inlet surFace 
is approximately ahgned with said second inlet surface to form a fill capillary gap and 
said first read surface is approximately aligned with said second read surface: 
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inserting said first format component pin into said second format component hole: 

and 

inserting said second format component pin into said first format component hole 

Tho method of claim 1 1 wherein at least one of forming said first format component and 
said second format component comprises forming said component as part of a chain of 
format components. 

16-22. (Cancelled). 

23. (Currently Amended) A format for the optical analysis of a sample, said format 
comprising: 

a first format component having at least one first format component pin, a first 
format component inner surface, a first inlet surface, and a first read surface: and 

a second format component having at least one second format component hole, a 
second format component inner surface, a second inlet surface, and a second read 
surface: 

Tho format of claim 19 wherein said first format component comprises first and second 
slots disposed on first and second side surfaces of said first format component , said first 
format component pin is inserted into said second format component hole, said first 
format component inner surface and said second format component inner surface abut at 
an inner surface interface, said second inlet surface and said first inlet surface align to 
form a fill capillary gap, and said first read surface and said second read surface align to 
form a read area . 

24. (Ctarrently Amended) The format of claim 23 wherein said second format 
component comprises third and fourth slots disposed on third and fourth side surfaces of said 
second format component. 

25. (Currently Amended) A format for the optical analysis of a sample comprising: 
a first format component haying at least one first format component pin, a first 

format component inner surface, a first inlet surface, and a first read surface: and 
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a second format component having at least one second format component hole, a 
second format component inner surface, a second inlet surface, and a second read 

surface: 

wherein said first format component pin is inserted into said second format component 
hole, said first format component inner surface and said second format component inner 
surface abut at an inner surface interface, said second inlet surface and said first inlet 
surface align to form a fill capillary gap, said first read surface and said second read 
surface align to form a read area, and Tho format of claim 19 whoroin said at least one 
first format component pin is adhesively attached to said at least one second format 
component hole. 

26-28. (Cancelled). 
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